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I.  The  following  books  are  new  to  the  Library: 

The  American  Numismatic  Society 


AA40.AMSo:  1998:  AJN10 

AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  SOCIETY 

American  Journal  of  Numismatics.  #10. 

Contents:  Articles  on  Greek,  Roman,  Byzantine  and  Asian  coins, 
legends,  etc. 

Pub.  1998,  157pp,  w/plates. 

NI  Purchase 


BB49,FloA:  1966:GLGCI 
FLORANCE,  A.  Dr. 

Geographic  lexicon  on  Greek  coin  inscriptions. 

Pub.  1966,  1043pp,  w/inscriptions. 

KC10.GibH:1944:CIN 

GIBBS,  HOWARD  D. 

Chinese  imperial  names.  A finding  list  of  era  and  personal  names  on 
Chinese  imperial  coins. 

Pub.  199,  56pp,  w/inscriptions. 

JB60.RoHe:  1969:EBIT 

ROSEVEARE,  HENRY 

The  evolution  of  a British  institution.  The  treasury. 

Pub.  1969,  406pp,  not  illus. 


Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr.,  Book  Librarian 
James  D.  Haley,  Periodical  Librarian 
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OUR  LADY  OF  GOOD  COUNSEL 
Bob  Forrest,  Manchester,  England,  NI  # 2382 

Genazzano  is  a small  town  about  30  miles  south-east  of  Rome.  In  1467  it  sported 
only  a decrepit  and  ill-tended  church,  and  yet  it  was  earmarked  for  a miraculous 
visitation  from  on  high.  On  St.  Mark’s  day  (April  25th)  of  that  year,  exquisite  music 
was  heard  and  a mysterious  cloud  descended  upon  the  neglected  church.  When  the 
cloud  dispersed  a portrait  of  the  Madonna  and  Child  was  seen  to  have  been  deposited 
on  one  of  the  partly-restored  walls  of  the  church.  It  is  said  that  the  church  bells  rang 
of  their  own  accord  that  day. 

News  of  the  miraculous  picture  spread  and  the  town  became  a place  of  pilgrimage. 
A number  of  miraculous  cures  were  soon  attributed  to  the  picture’s  influence,  and  an 
official  inquiry  was  launched  as  a result.  Coincidentally,  two  refugees  from  Albania, 
a country  at  that  time  being  terrorised  by  the  Turks,  arrived  in  Genazzano  and  claimed 
to  have  seen  this  very  same  picture  in  the  town  of  Scutari  back  in  their  own  country 
some  weeks  earlier.  This  claim  was  apparently  investigated  by  the  official  inquiry 
team,  who  found  that  the  Scutari  picture  had  indeed  "gone  missing".  The  inference 
was  that  the  picture  had  spontaneously  relocated  itself  from  Scutari  to  Genazzano  in 
protest  at  the  Turkish  invasion  of  Albania.  Why  all  the  other  icons  in  Albania  didn’t 
follow  suit,  and  why  this  one  chose  to  land  in  Genazzano  of  all  places,  is  unclear,  but 
there  it  is. 

The  picture  became  known  as  the  Madonna  del  Buon  Consiglio,  that  is,  the  Madonna 
of  Good  Counsel,  after  the  church  of  Genazzano,  which  had  been  dedicated  to  Our 
Lady  of  Good  Counsel  many  years  before.  However,  the  Albanians  apparendy  still 
regard  it  as  their  picture,  and  to  them  it  remains  Our  Lady  of  Scutari.  The  picture  is 
1514"  x 1714"  and  is  painted  on  a thin  layer  of  some  material  like  porcelain.  During 
World  War  II  a bomb  crashed  through  the  roof  of  the  church  and  completely 
destroyed  the  main  altar.  Though  only  a few  yards  away  from  the  centre  of  the  blast, 
and  despite  its  egg-shell  thinness,  The  Madonna  del  Buon  Consiglio  survived  intact. 


The  bronze  medal  shown  here,  114  times  actual  size,  depicts  the  famous  picture  on  the 
obverse,  with  the  legend  MADONNA  DEL  B CONSIGLIO,  with  a representation  of 
St.  Joseph  (S.  GUISEPPE)  holding  a lily  (symbolising  purity)  in  one  hand  and  the 
infant  Jesus  in  the  other,  on  the  reverse.  The  medal  is  probably  of  nineteenth  century 
date. 

Reference:  For  a detailed  account  of  the  picture  see  Joan  Carroll  Cruz,  Miraculous 
Images  of  Our  Lady,  (1993),  p.179-184. 
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BULGARIAN  HISTORY  AND  COINAGE 


Akio  Lis,  YN,  Omaha,  Nebraska,  N1  # 2497 

The  history  of  the  modem  Bulgarian  state  began  with  the  migration  of  the  Bulghars, 
a Slavic  group  from  the  Asiatic  steepes,  into  the  Balkan  peninsula  during  the  latter 
part  of  the  6th  century  C.E..  Previous  to  their  settlement,  the  area  was  settled  by  the 
Thracians,  Romans  and  other  Slavic  groups.  The  Bulghar’s  settlement  was  made  easy 
by  the  recent  migration  of  the  previous  settlers,  the  Visigoths  (also  originally  a 
nomadic  group  from  Asia),  into  Western  Europe  under  inducements  by  the  Eastern 
Roman  Emperor. 

Although  a nomadic  tribal  culture,  the  Bulghars  intermarried  with  the  indigenous 
populations,  underwent  an  alliance  of  the  various  tribes,  and  created  a national 
identity.  The  first  Bulgarian  Empire  was  established  in  territory  formerly  under  the 
control  of  the  Byzantine  Empire  in  681.  This  early  Bulgarian  state  consisted  of  land 
along  the  banks  of  the  Danube  River  and  in  the  south.  Under  Boris  I (852-889),  the 
Bulghars  accepted  Orthodox  Christianity  as  the  state  religion  thereby  creating  another 
point  of  conflict  with  the  Byzantine  Empire.  The  first  Bulgarian  Empire  reached  its 
height  under  Simeon  I (893-927),  Boris’  son  and  the  first  ruler  to  claim  the  title  Tsar, 
controlling  a large  portion  of  the  Balkan  Peninsula,  and  threatening  the  power  of 
Constantinople.  Afterwards  internal  conflicts,  and  the  threat  from  the  emerging 
Serbian  state  weakened  the  Bulgarian  Empire.  Thus,  the  Bulghars  were  conquered 
by  the  Byzantine  Emperor  Basil  II  in  1018  and  became  part  of  the  Byzantine  Empire 
for  the  next  168  years. 

The  second  Bulgarian  Empire  was  established  in  1186  by  Ivan  and  Peter  Asen  after 
a successful  revolt  brought  about  by  the  decline  in  the  power  of  the  Byzantine 
Empire.  The  movement  to  large  estates  with  its  concomitant  reduction  in  the  presence 
of  free  yeomen  in  the  Byzantine  fighting  force,  and  the  strategically  ill-advised 
request  for  help  from  Venice  in  subduing  marauding  Normans,  weakened  the 
Byzantine  Empire  so  that  not  only  would  the  Bulgarians  be  able  to  declare  their 
independence  but  the  Fourth  Crusade  would  be  able  to  conquer  Constantinople. 


Tsar  Ivan  Asen  II  (1218-1242) 


Official  permission  to  mint  coins  was  granted  to  Tsar  Kaloyan  (1197-1207)  by  Pope 
Innocent  III.  However,  it  was  not  until  the  reign  of  Tsar  Ivan  Asen  n (1218-1241) 
that  official  state  coinage  in  gold,  silver  and  copper  was  produced.  This  coinage 
would  resemble  that  previously  issued  by  Constantinople  in  design  and  weight,  with 
a typical  silver  coin  showing  standing  figures  of  the  Tsar  and  St.  Demetrius  on  the 
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obverse  and  Christ  standing  on  the  reverse.  It  was  also  during  this  time  that  Bulgaria 
became  the  major  power  in  the  region,  only  threatened  by  the  emerging  Serbian 
Empire,  after  the  fall  of  Constantinople  to  the  Fourth  Crusade.  Subsequent  Bulgarian 
coins,  especially  silver,  would  be  similar  to  that  of  Venice  which  had  sponsored  the 
Crusade  and  now  controlled  most  of  the  sea/coastal  trade  in  the  region,  while  Bulgaria 
controlled  the  overland  route  into  Central  Europe.  However,  the  silver  coinage  of 
Tsar  Michael  Asen  (1242-1246)  was  noted  for  its  Latin  inscriptions  while  the  copper 


Coinage  with  Latin  inscription.  Coinage  with  mounted  horseman. 


coinage  of  Tsar  Konstantin  Asen  was  noted  for  its  distinctly  Bulgarian  coin  designs 
including  the  mounted  horseman.  In  addition.  Tsars  Svetoslav  (1365-1393),  Ivan  I 
Alexander  (1330-1371)  and  Ivan  IE  Shishman  (1365-1393)  issued  coins  with 
Bulgarian  folklore  designs. 


The  second  Bulgarian  Empire  would  last  almost  200  years.  After  the  death  of  Ivan 
Asen  n,  the  Empire  would  decline  due  to  external  conflicts,  and  internal  struggles  for 
power.  Subsequent  coinage  issues  would  be  sporadic  and  dependent  on  the  internal 
political  and  economic  stability.  A brief  resurgence  in  power  and  coinage  issue 
occurred  with  the  election  of  Tsar  Mikhail  Shishman  by  the  Bulgarian  nobles  (Boyars) 
in  1323.  The  Shishman  dynasty  would  again  issue  large  quantities  of  silver  and 
copper  coins  with  Byzantine  inspired  designs  similar  to  those  used  by  the  previous 
Tsars.  However,  by  1396,  the  Ottoman  Turks  had  conquered  Bulgaria,  due  to  the 
weakening  of  the  Bulgarian  Empire  by  the  creation  of  two  independent  states  in  1360. 
Tsar  Ivan  Alexander  ceded  the  district  around  the  family  holdings  at  Vidin  to  his 
elder  son  Ivan  Srazhimir  (1360-1396),  while  installing  his  younger  son  Ivan  Shishman 
(1371-1393)  as  heir  to  the  remainder  of  the  state  with  its  capital  at  Tumovo.  The 
most  common  silver  coin  issued  by  Ivan  Shishman  showed  the  Tsar  dressed  in  royal 
robes  and  crown  with  a scepter  in  his  hands  on  the  obverse  and  his  monogram  (in 
Cyrillic)  on  the  reverse,  while  the  copper  coinage  included  a depiction  of  a rampant 

lion  (the  Bulgarian  symbol)  on  the  obverse  and  the 
Tsar’s  monogram  on  the  reverse.  Ivan  Srazhimir’s 
coinage  was  unusual  in  that  it  imitated  the  style  of  the 
silver  coins  issued  by  the  Hungarian  King  Louis  the 
Great.  This  was  probably  in  recognition  of  the  growing 
importance  of  the  trade  to  central  Europe  in  the 
Ivan  Shishman  Copper  Bulgarian  economy. 


As  typical  of  the  time,  the  Ottoman  Turks  attempted  to  totally  subjugate  and 
assimilate  the  Bulgarians.  Attempts  to  achieve  political  and  cultural  freedom  resulted 
in  unsuccessful  rebellions  in  the  1590’s,  1680’s,  1730’s  and  1876.  The  1876  war 
between  Russia  and  the  Ottoman  Turks  resulted  in  a Russian  victory,  and  the 
acceptance  by  European  leaders  in  the  Treaty  of  Berlin  of  a principality  of  Bulgaria, 
with  territory  north  of  the  Balkan  Mountains,  under  nominal  suzeraintity  to  the  Turks 
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and  actual  Russian  auspices.  In  1879,  Bulgaria  adopted  a constitution  and  elected 
Alexander  of  Battenburg  (a  nephew  of  the  Russian  Tsar  Alexander  II)  as  Prince.  The 
first  bronze  coins  with  denomination  2,  5 and  10  stotinki  were  produced  at  the 
Birmingham  Mint  in  1881,  and  the  first  silver  coins  with  the  denominations  50 
stotinki,  1,  2 and  5 Leva  were  struck  between  1882-1885  at  the  St.  Petersburg  Mint. 
The  obverses  had  the  Bulgarian  coat  of  arms  (the  lion)  on  a mantle  with  crown 
flanked  on  both  sides  by  a lion,  while  the  reverse  contained  the  denomination  and 
year  surrounded  by  a wreath. 


10  Stotinki,  Bronze,  1881 


2 Leva,  Silver,  1882 


Alexander  was  forced  to  abdicate  in  1886  after  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to  conquer 
Eastern  Roumelia,  a portion  of  historical  Bulgaria  south  of  the  Balkan  Mountains,  and 
Ferdinand  of  Saxe-Coburg-Gotha  (a  former  Austrian  army  officer)  was  elected  Prince. 
In  1908,  Bulgaria  declared  independence  from  the  Ottoman  Empire,  becoming  an 
independent  kingdom  and  with  Ferdinand  becoming  the  Tsar  of  Bulgaria.  Lower 
value  coinage  (1,  2,  2 Vi,  5,  10  and  20  stotinki)  produced  in  bronze  or  copper-nickel 
during  Ferdinand’s  reign  contained  a lion  in  a crowned  shield  on  the  obverse  and  the 
denomination  and  date  surrounded  by  a wreath  on  the  reverse,  while  the  higher  valued 
silver  (50  stotinki,  1,  2 and  5 Leva)  and  gold  (10,  20  and  100  Leva)  coinage 
contained  Ferdinand’s  bust  on  the  obverse,  and  a lion  in  a crowned  shield  or  the 
denomination  and  date  surrounded  by  a wreath  on  the  reverse.  The  first  Bulgarian 
gold  coins  were  struck  at  the  Kremnica 


5 Leva,  Silver,  1892 


20  Leva,  Gold,  1894 


20  Stotinki,  Cop.-Nic.,  1906 
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The  First  and  Second  Balkan  Wars  established  the  independence  of  the  Balkan 
countries  of  Serbia,  Greece  and  Bulgaria  from  the  Ottoman  Empire,  but  failed  to 
provide  Bulgarian  territorial  gains.  This  slight  spurred  Bulgaria,  under  Kings 
Ferdinand  and  Boris  III  (1918-43),  to  become  allied  to  the  Central  Powers  in  World 
War  I,  and  Nazi  Germany  in  World  War  II,  both  of  which  eventually  lost. 

After  World  War  I,  the  reintroduction  of  coinage  into  the  Balkans  took  three  steps: 

1.  The  replacement  of  very  small  paper  notes  with  base  metal  coinage. 

2.  The  replacement  of  notes  issued  as  substitutes  for  silver  coins  with  base 
metal  coins. 

3.  The  reintroduction  of  silver  coins  as  replacements  for  small  banknotes  that 
were  equal  in  value  to  pre-war  silver  coins. 

For  Bulgaria,  zinc  coins  with  denominations  of  5,  10  and  20  stotinki  were  issued  in 
1917  to  replace  pre-war  copper-nickel  pieces  of  the  same  design.  Aluminum  coins 
with  designs  similar  to  those  used  during  Prince  Alexander’s  reign  were  issued  in 
1923  in  denominations  of  1 and  2 leva  to  replace  similarly  valued  notes.  Copper- 
nickel  coins  of  the  same  design  were  issued  in  1925  to  replace  the  aforementioned 
aluminum  coins.  Finally,  silver  coins  with  the  bust  of  King  Boris  HI  on  the  obverse 


10  Leva,  Cop.-Nic.,1930  100  Leva,  Silver,  1930 


and  the  denomination  and  date  surrounded  by  a wreath  on  the  reverse  in 
denominations  of  20,  50  and  100  leva,  and  copper-nickel  coins  with  the  denomination 
and  date  surrounded  by  a wreath  on  the  obverse  and  a mounted  rider  on  the  reverse 
in  denominations  of  5 and  10  leva  were  issued  in  1930  as  a replacement  for  pre-war 
coins. 

During  World  War  II,  Bulgarian  coins,  1,  2,  5,  10  and  50  leva  were  produced,  using 
the  same  designs,  in  iron  and/or  nickel  plated  steel.  After  World  War  II,  Bulgarian 
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5 Stotinki,  Brass,  1951 


2 Lev,  1969,  Cop.-Nic., 

90th  Anniversary,  Liberation  from  Turks 


coins  were  not  issued  until  1951  under  the  auspices  of  its  communist  controlled 
People’s  Republic.  Circulating  non-precious  metal  coinage  with  denominations  up  to 
1 lev  were  issued  with  a lion  surrounded  by  a wreath  and  topped  by  a star  on  the 
obverse,  and  the  date  and  denomination  on  the  reverse.  Higher  valued 
commemorative  coins  were  typically  issued  in  base  metal  or  silver. 


10  Leva,  Brass,  1997 


100  Leva,  Silver,  1992 
Old  Ship  Radetzky 


In  1990,  the  internal  problems  of  Soviet  Russia  allowed  the  Bulgarians  to  form  a 
democratic  government  The  circulating  coinage  issued  in  1992  adopted  a stylized 
lion  design  for  the  lower  values  and  the  mounted  horseman  design  for  higher  values 
on  the  obverse,  and  the  date  and  denomination  on  the  reverse.  Commemorative 
coinage  with  values  greater  than  50  Leva  wee  also  issued  utilizing  less  standardized 
and  more  artistic  designs. 
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SOME  UNIQUE  or  VERY  RARE  EUROPEAN  DOLLARS  #25 

John  S.  Davenport,  Mount  Dora,  Florida,  NI  #602 

Mompelgard  (Mompelgart,  Montb61iard),  a small  district  in  eastern  France  near  the 
Swiss  border,  came  into  possession  of  Heinrich  of  Wiirttemberg  thru  marriage  in 
1473.  His  son  George  established  a separate  line  there  in  1519.  The  reigning  duke 
was  ousted  by  France  from  1684  thru  1697,  and  France  took  permanent  possession 
in  1796. 


LUDWIG  FRIEDRICH  (1608-1631) 


Taler  1622 

* LVDiFRIDiDiG^VX'WIRTrETrTEC'COMrMONTB,  bust  right  with  large 
candy  ribbon  ruff. 

SECVNDVM-VOLVNTATEM-DEM622,  crowned  arms. 

B-E  45-48  4 varieties  Dav.  A7075 

A.  with  MONT  B.  with  TEC:  C.  dot  under  arms 
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A CURIOSITY  FROM  THAILAND 


Bob  Forrest,  Manchester,  England,  NI  # 2382 

The  bronze  medal  depicted  here  as  Fig.  1,  VA  times  actual  size,  is  a curiosity  indeed. 
Its  obverse  depicts  two  men  on  a moped  - the  one  on  the  back  seemingly  a monk  - 
and  its  reverse  what  looks  like  a "magic  square"  (1).  I bought  it,  along  with  a 
number  of  other  fascinating  pieces,  from  a Thai  gift  shop  here  in  Manchester’s 
Chinatown.  When  I asked  what  this  curious  looking  medal  was,  the  young-lady  shop 
assistant  had  to  confess  that  she  didn’t  know,  but  she  thought  it  might  be  some  sort 
of  lucky  charm  for  moped  riders,  of  whom  there  are  many  in  Thailand.  "A  bit  like 
your  St.  Christopher  medals,"  she  said.  Unfortunately  she  herself  could  not  read  the 
script  on  the  medal,  but  she  gave  me  the  address  of  a Buddhist  Temple  in 
Birmingham,  and  suggested  that  I write  to  them,  which  in  due  course  I did.  In  no 
time  at  all  I had  received  a very  interesting  reply  from  Phramaha  Laow  Panyasiri  of 
the  Buddhavihara  Temple  containing  the  following  information. 


Immediately  below  the  moped  and  above  the  square  on  the  reverse  is  a date  - the  year 
2534  of  the  Buddhist  Era,  or  AD  1991.  This  was  the  first  surprise,  as  it  makes  the 
medal  much  more  recent  than  both  it  and  the  moped  look! 

The  obverse  legend,  starting  to  the  left  of  the  moped  and  reading  round  below  it, 
names  a Buddhist  monk,  Samon  Samano,  and  gives  his  age  as  84  years.  Phramaha 
Laow  suggested  that  Samon  Samano  is  the  passenger  on  the  back  of  the  moped,  but 
more  on  this  presently.  The  legend  to  the  right  of  the  moped  reads  Wat  Gao  Hong, 
that  is,  the  Gao  Hong  Temple,  the  location  of  which  is  not  given  on  the  medal,  and 
nor  could  we  discover  it  at  that  time. 

The  reverse  legend  tells  us  that  the  medal  has  been  specially  made  to  commemorate 
the  restoration  of  a chapel  at  the  temple.  It  is  presumed,  therefore,  that  the  medals 
were  given  to  persons  making  a donation  to  the  restoration  fund.  But  if  that  is  the 
case,  what  is  the  relevance  of  the  moped,  and  what  is  that  square  on  the  reverse? 


Fig.  1 
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Phramaha  Laow  believes  that  this  could  well  be  a St.  Christopher-like  medal  for 
moped  riders,  Samon  Samano  being  depicted  as  a passenger  on  the  moped  by  way  of 
affording  "protection"  for  its  owner-rider.  This  medal  is,  in  effect,  an  amulet  made 
for  sale  to  moped  riders,  the  proceeds  going  into  the  chapel  restoration  fund.  As  for 
the  square  on  the  reverse,  this  proved  to  be  rather  more  problematical.  It  is 
apparently  not  a magic  square  of  numbers  of  the  type  referred  to  in  note  1,  but  a 
square  of  letters  in  "the  old  Dhamma  Language",  i.e.  Cambodian  (2).  Phramaha  Laow 
thought  they  might  be  the  initial  letters  of  various  titles  or  epithets  of  Buddha. 
Unfortunately  he  cannot  read  this  script  and  so  could  not  say  much  about  what  it 
might  signify,  beyond  the  fact  that  it  is  almost  certainly  amuletic.  Indeed,  he  said  that 
it  is  possible  that  it  is  not  meant  to  be  understood  at  all,  and  that  if  the  wearer  tries 
to  decipher  it,  the  medal  might  be  deemed  to  lose  its  amuletic  powers!  Such,  at  any 
rate,  are  the  prevailing  beliefs  of  some  of  the  wearers  of  such  medals.  Not  being  a 
moped  rider  myself,  I felt  emboldened  to  be  more  inquisitive... 

I mentioned  the  medal  to  Scott  Semans,  and  Scott  put  me  in  touch  with  Pra  Sobsan 
Suthammaartaro,  who  lives  in  Thailand.  It  was  Pra  Sobsan  and  a friend  of  his,  Phra 
Rampung  Suthammatheepo  who,  in  addition  to  confirming  what  Phramaha  Laow  had 
said  about  the  Thai  legends  on  the  medal,  resolved  the  mystery  of  the  square  on  the 
reverse.  (They  also,  incidentally,  revealed  that  the  Gao  Hong  Temple  is  in  the 
Bangban  district  of  Ayutthaya  Province.) 

Basically  the  square  is  a hymn  of  praise  addressed  to  Buddha,  or  rather,  the  square 
incorporates  the  initial  characters  of  key  words  in  it.  These  characters,  which  are 
indeed  Cambodian,  are  the  ones  underlined  in  the  following  transcription  of  the  hymn: 

EETIPI  SO  PAKAWA  ARAHANG  SAMMASAMBUDHO 

(1)  (2) 

VICHACHARANASAMPANNO  SUKHATO  LOKAVITU  ANUTTALO 
(3)  (4)  (5) 

PURISATHAMMASARATI  satha  thevamanusanang  bhudad 
(6)  (7)  (8) 

PA  KA  WATT. 

(9) 

Roughly  this  means: 

"He  is  completely  free  of  evil,  incapable  of  bad  acts.  He  is  enlightenment  itself. 

He  is  supreme  in  knowledge  and  knows  all.  He  has  passed  over  into  nirvana. 

He  is  the  ideal  model  by  which  the  people  of  the  world  can  become  better  people. 

He  is  the  teacher  of  Angels  and  of  Human  Beings.  He  awakens  them  and  rescues 
them  from  committing  evil." 

Now,  the  underlined  characters  (which  are  numbered  for  ease  of  reference)  are  placed 
inside  the  square  as  shown  in  Fig.  2.  The  order  of  their  placing  is  most  easily 
appreciated  by  following  their  numerical  sequence,  for  the  positions  follow  a knight’s 
move  pattern,  starting  from  the  middle  square  of  the  top  row  with  the  first  character 
A,  then  moving  one  square  right  and  two  squares  down  to  place  the  second  character 
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SAM,  then  one  up  and  two  left  for  the  third  character  VI,  and  so  on  until  the  eighth 
character  BHU  goes  into  the  bottom  left-hand  square.  Now  all  the  outer  cells  of  the 
square  have  been  used  up  and  only  the  centre  square  remains  vacant,  into  which  goes 
the  ninth  and  final  character  PA. 


NA  — Water 


HA 


Earth 


PU 

A 

SU 

(41 

0) 

(4) 

VI 

PA 

5A 

(a) 

W) 

h) 

BHU 

LO 

SAM 

(a) 

(s) 

GO 

PA  = Fire 


TIIA  = Air 
Fig.  2 


The  four  characters  round  the  outside  edges  of  the  square,  as  indicated  in  Fig.  2, 
represent  the  four  elements,  Earth,  Water,  Fire  and  Air,  and  it  will  be  noticed  that  the 
first  four  odd  numbered  characters  (nos.  1,  3,  5 & 7),  being  each  at  the  centre  of  an 
edge  of  the  square,  are  associated  each  with  a single  element,  respectively  with  Water, 
Earth,  Air  and  Fire;  that  the  even  numbered  characters  (nos.  2,  4,  6 & 8),  being  in  the 
comer  cells,  are  each  associated  with  a pair  of  elements  (eg  character  no  2,  SAM,  is 
associated  with  both  Air  and  Fire);  and  that  the  final  character,  PA,  being  in  the 
centre  cell,  is  equally  associated  with  all  four  elements. 


Notice,  too,  that  characters  no.  1,  3,  5 & 7 follow  an  anti-clockwise  sequence  round 
the  sides  of  the  square,  as  do  the  characters  no.  2,  4,  6 & 8 round  its  comers.  There 
may  well  be  other  discernible  patterns  lurking  in  there,  but  enough  has  been  said,  I 
think,  to  show  how  the  arrangement  can  indeed  be  regarded  as  a "magic  square", 
albeit  one  of  a very  different  nature  to  the  more  familiar  3x3  magic  square  of 
numbers  so  often  encountered  on  amulets  elsewhere  (as  note  1). 


Notes. 


(1)  That  is,  a magic  square  of  numbers,  of  the  type  described  in  my  article  "From 
Indian  Temple  Tokens  to  European  Talismans,  via  Magic  Squares",  in  NI 
Bulletin,  July  1998,  p.185-196. 

(2)  Dhamma  = (Buddhist)  teaching  and  "the  old  Dhamma  language"  is  actually 
Cambodian  (Khmer)  script.  This  necessitates  some  explanation.  The  Thais 
only  devised  their  own  script  about  700  years  ago,  and  before  that  used  to  use 
Cambodian  characters.  Even  after  the  Thai  script  was  developed,  though, 
Cambodian  continued  to  be  used  for  religious  purposes  - hence  Dhamma  - 
much  as  Latin  continued  to  be  used  in  the  west  for  ecclesiastical  purposes 
long  after  its  general  use  had  been  discontinued.  The  medal  in  Fig.  1 is  a 
modern  example  of  this  religious  use  of  old  Cambodian  script. 
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CATALOG  REVISIONS 


John  S.  Davenport,  Mount  Dora,  Florida,  NI  # 602 

This  is  the  first  of  a series  of  updatings  of  various  states  by  adding  new  pieces  and 
amending  others.  The  many  added  illustrations  are  in  whatever  form  they  were 
available.  Many  new  publications  in  the  field  have  occurred  since  the  last  of  the 
crowns  and  talers  volumes  appeared  in  1979. 

ANHALT 


8914  TALER  1588—1589,  1595 

:MON:  PRIN:  I-  - ANH:  E:  ASC-  F-F- 

6002  TALER  1614—1618 

Delete  I.S30S.H  and  M.S.H.I.  or  HMD. 


6009  TALER  1692 

Delete  A. 

6009A  TALER  1692 

IOANNES  • GEORGIUS  • PRINCEPS  • ANHALTINUS,  bust  R. 

MONETA-NOVA-ARGENTEA-ANHALTINA-,  crowned  arms  in  laurel 
wreath  dividing  date  with  I.E.G.  below. 

6009B  With  IOH-  GEOR-  and  MON-  NOVA- 
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scsrziy.  :c  ~ 

j'KC*  '/  - - J T -r~~l  C 

i^/_T£T€2  ::  ."i  ■P'LPJ-I" 
' SCbUl^'vi.  ::5.-  iii 1J 
_AC  * a C £ J > ; C L’;r V J5  £*£ 
V s>A  iwc  ! f-  ••-•■ 

I/  ~ ■ ~ > - 

•XTBEfefQA r-'fi s»c  i..  • • - 1 o ; 

^W»v7-Avjr.  tiu-ic  .cr-'.-LU 

AVHtTU'i'  i>2xa  CTiTli 
Xj*  PA  MA  P H&Re'T  U 
» ' r.OiiT^ftTj,,.  £- 


6011  TALER  1693 


, BEn  TURS7L  *■- 
AMHALTI5CH  LN \-. 

-r  BFHCWE^C/tr  \', 
v BEY^AnTZ/GEieoj>£  v 
~ von.der  V 
r Ttf  H9T-  2LUSABETH  ;i 
* A L B E RT  I N£  I, 
% Il/W  niiTENMAHL,'/' 

V A UJJ  £ £ ffLBJEN  // 

\ QtMKT.fiuNlTA  f 

TfS.AIN^O/- 

/ ±Xh> " 


6015  TALER  1698 


Change  to  mining  tools. 
6016A  Klippe. 


6017  HYBRID  TALER  1624 
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/r 


■ LV  DOVCUT 
D-G  PR-aa/-  C A3C1 

l L L-LO  Y S/Rc-fl/noCNA. 

FFR.ar:co: 

fUM;  P»lw:  D;c.Af*‘  A.Q  nrc- 
I ; x .me.*/. ajou  . oic.xxv/i 
\\ Kon:  vi-Pi^T-oo:  a c-.^-oc- 
V,  X XV.rftM- ji 

\ Cuvmo.x  t.ve5*>'*</ixrr y 


6018  TALER  1625 


6020A  TALER  1650 

With  decoration  under  MEN.VI-DIES-XXI- 


6023  2 TALERS 

Delete  n.d.,  add  1694. 


6024  TALER 


Delete  n.d,  add  1694. 
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6024A  TALER 


Like  6023-6024  37mm. 


6025  TALER  1605 


< 


< 


6026  TALER  1621 
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£3J3SAJ3El?H*v 


GE3G 2-?.V  ££T  \ 
£ Itt ' 2.  V tii  H!  A.  & Y 

|GTLAi?Ir^'2.V-aSCA  | 

\ tsiswi  £s.£v&m»‘  » 
\ 2_V  ■ 2£A.0  E S.Y-V-  j 
x GERREBYfcG/ 
*3>‘ 


6029  TALER  1639 


Delete  A. 

6029A  TALER  1639 


V-G-G-  / ELISABETH-:-  / GEBORNE-FVRST  / EN-ZV  ANHALT  / 
GRAFIN-ZV-ASCA  / NIEN  FREVLIN:  / ZV-ZERBEST-V-  / 

BERNEBVRG  / - * • 


-1ST-  / GEBORE-DEN  / I DECEMBER  / ANNO-M-DC-XVII  / 
VND-GESTORBEN  / DEN-HI-IVNI-  / ANNO-MDC  / -XXXIX- 


CARL  WILH:  P.A.C.A.D.S.B.I.&.K,  bust  R. 

IN  DOMINO  FIDUCIA  NOSTRA,  crowned  arms. 
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THE  PRACTICE  OF  FORGERY  IN  ANCIENT  TIMES 


Bekircan  Tahberer,  Adana,  Turkey,  NI  # 2535 


The  history  of  coin  forgery  is  of  course  much  older  than  coined  money  itself.  The 
first  coins  only  had  obverse  designs  and  the  reverse  was  marked  with  one  or  two, 
sometimes  three,  square  or  rectangular  punches.  The  punch  marks  primarily  served 
two  purposes.  First,  the  flan  needed  to  be  pushed  down  into  the  obverse  die  so  that 
it  would  get  the  impression  from  the  die.  Secondly,  and  more  importantly,  the 
punches  exposed  the  interior  of  the  flan  so  that  people  could  see  that  it  was  only 
made  of  the  metal  seen  from  the  outside.  That  practice  shows  that  precious  metals 
used  as  mediums  of  trade  or  some  kind  of  payment  before  the  invention  of  coinage 
were  also  subject  to  forgery  by  a kind  of  plating  system. 

While  you  may  have  seen  examples  previously  of  forgeries,  the  following  are  a few 
extraordinary  examples  from  the  5th,  4th  and  3rd  centuries  B.C.  that  I would  like  to 
share  with  you.  Bronze  copies  of  Silver  Staters  and  Tetradrachms:  These  are 

obviously  ancient  works  of  forgeries  with  all  the  patina  that  built  up  over  a period  of 
two  thousand  years. 


Fig.  1 

8.46  grams  x 20  mm  x 0.5  mm 

The  first  example  (Fig.  1)  is  a bronze  copy  of  one  of  the  most  famous  coins  of 
antiquity:  Athenean  Tetradrachm.  Athens  issued  enormous  quantities  of  the  Athena  - 
Owl  tetradrachms  to  export  to  the  colonies,  to  finance  grandiose  building  projects  in 
Athens  and  to  cover  the  disastrous  costs  of  the  Peloponnesian  War  in  the  5th  century 
B.C.  We  come  across  many  of  these  tetradrachms  with  test  marks.  Test  marking  was 
a common  practice  merchants  applied  on  coins  that  were  not  circulated  in  their  area; 
and  money-changers  or  tax  collectors  applied  them  when  large  payments  were  made 
to  the  state.  However,  we  know  that  Athenean  Tetradrachms  with  Athena’s  head  on 
the  obverse  and  an  Owl  on  the  reverse  was  one  of  the  most  abused  coinages  then  and 
even  now.  There  is  no  official  bronze  issue  of  this  type  of  coin,  but  test  marks  we 
frequently  see  proves  a common  silver  plating  practice.  The  bronze  example  here 
seems  to  be  a barbaric  imitation  of  the  early  4th  century  B.C.  This  was  either  made 
to  be  plated  with  silver  or  to  be  used  directly  as  bronze  in  areas  where  they  were  not 
known. 
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Fig.  2 

4.58  grams  x 0.4  mm  thickness 

The  second  example  (Fig.  2)  is  from  Kelenderis  in  Cilicia.  Kelenderis,  one  of  the 
most  important  cities  in  mountainous  Cilicia  throughout  history,  was  situated  where 
now  modem  day  Aydmcik  is  located  in  southern  Turkey.  A vitally  important  naval 
trade  city  on  the  east-west  sea-route,  it  began  to  issue  silver  coins  in  the  5th  century 
B.C.,  and  we  see  no  bronze  issue  until  the  2nd  century  B.C.  which  has  a completely 
different  obverse  but  similar  reverse  subject.  The  somewhat  cut  bronze  example  see 
here  certainly  belongs  to  a time  before  the  city  began  to  issue  bronze  coinage.  It  has 
the  same  designs  as  the  silver  staters  struck  in  the  5th  to  4th  century  B.C.;  on  the 
obverse  is  a nude  rider  holding  a whip  and  riding  a horse  sideways;  the  reverse  is  a 
kneeling  goat  looking  back. 


Tarsos  stater  Alexander  the  Great  Tetradrachm 

(Note  how  thin  they  were  plated  with  silver) 

Since  the  destroyed  fakes  didn’t  circulate  it  is  really  very  difficult  to  obtain  specific 
information  about  them.  This  examples  points  out  how  very  important  it  is  to 
understand  the  practices  of  forgery  in  ancient  times.  It  was  cut  to  be  destroyed  (but 
not  completely)  which  further  shows  that  is  was  certainly  a fake  coin.  It  might  also 
have  been  made  for  similar  purposes  like  the  previous  example:  to  be  plated  with 
silver  later  (Fig.  3).  The  coin  weighs  4.58  grams  as  it  is  now,  but  may  have  been  6 
to  7 grams  as  complete.  When  plated  with  silver  it  would  weigh  up  to  9 to  10  grams 
which  is  about  what  a genuine  silver  stater  weighs.  It  might  have  been  used  in 
payment  as  a bronze  coin  (actually  with  no  value  because  the  city  only  issued  silver 
coinage  and  they  were  the  only  legal  tender  then)  to  foreigners  who  happened  to 
come  to  the  city  and  didn’t  know  about  the  coinage  of  Kelenderis.  It  may  have  been 
discovered  by  the  authorities,  partly  destroyed  to  prevent  wide  circulation  and  kept 
as  an  example,  thereby  remaining  in  existence  until  today. 


Fig.  4 

19.99  grams  x 32  mm  x 0.4,5  mm 
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The  third  example  (Fig.  4)  is  a bronze  copy  of  a tetradrachm  (?)  belonging  to 
Antiochos  I of  the  Seleucid  Dynasty.  This  coin  is  remarkable  because  it  weighs  19.99 
grams  which  is  about  3 grams  heavier  than  the  original  tetradrachms.  If  it  were 
meant  to  be  silver  plated  it  would  have  been  too  heavy  to  be  original  when  plated 
with  silver  (even  though  they  have  covered  an  amazingly  thin  layer  of  silver  over  the 
base  metal)  so  it  must  have  been  made  for  another  purpose.  One  might  think  that  one 
or  two  bronze  copies  were  struck  to  see  how  the  impression  would  be  seen  on  a flan 
in  order  not  to  waste  precious  metals  like  gold  or  silver  in  experimental  mintage. 
Because  we  know  that  die  engravers  often  checked  their  work  while  in  the  process 
of  engraving  and  when  they  were  finished,  they  would  make  experimental  mintages. 
But  the  experimental  mintage  was  made  on  a softer  metal  like  lead  so  that  the  new 
die  would  not  be  defiled  too  much.  Could  it  be  that  bronze  flans  were  also  used  for 
the  same  purpose? 


ST.  ETTON  DE  BIENVILLERS 

Bob  Forrest,  Manchester,  England,  NI  # 2382 

The  bronze  medal  depicted  actual  size  below,  which  is  probably  of  19th  century  date, 
is  as  self-explanatory  as  they  come,  but  there  is  a major  problem  with  it  which  is 
neatly  summed  up  by  the  dealer’s  ticket  that  came  with  it: 

"St.  Etton  de  Bienvillers  - evidently  the  patron 
saint  of  obscurity  since  I cannot  find  him  or 
Bienvillers  in  any  working  reference." 

True  enough,  it  isn’t  easy  - 1 had  certainly  never 
heard  of  him  - but  eventually  St.  Etto  (as  he  is 
in  English)  did  turn  up,  in  S.  Baring  Gould’s 
monumental  16  volumed  Lives  of  the  Saints 
(1897-1898),  in  vol.  7,  p.261,  under  July  10th. 

In  brief,  Etto  was  an  Irishman  who  emigrated  to  northern  Gaul  in  about  the  middle 
of  the  7th  century.  He  apparently  cleared  away  a bramble  patch  and  built  himself  a 
cell  somewhere  near  Avesnes,  close  to  the  present-day  border  between  France  and 
Belgium.  "He  was  wont  to  visit  the  abbey  of  Hautmont,"  Baring  Gould  tells  us, 
"where  he  met  St  Amandus,  St.  Wasno  and  St.  Humbert"  - three  more  saints  I must 
confess  to  never  heaving  heard  of!  As  to  St.  Etto’s  saintly  claim  to  fame,  well,  "he 
is  said  to  have  cured  a dumb  cow-herd  by  striking  him  with  his  staff",  for  which 
reason  "he  is  invoked  by  cow-herds  and  cattle  drivers."  He  died  in  Dompierre  and 
his  relics  were  apparently  translated  first  to  Mons  and  later  to  Liesse  - well,  all  save 
one  arm  which  is  preserved  - yes,  you’ve  guessed  it  - at  Bienvillers,  which  turns  out 
to  be  a village  near  Arras. 

One  final  snippet  from  Baring  Gould:  "he  is  called  in  French  S.  Z And  no.  I’d 
never  heard  of  him  under  that  name  either!  The  patron  saint  of  obscurity  - it’s  a 
wonderful  thought,  is  it  not! 
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THE  BLACK  DOGG 


In  June,  1640,  Louis  XIII  of  France  decreed  that  certain  French  billon  coins  were  to 
be  called  in,  counterstamped  with  a fleur-de-lys  in  oval,  and  henceforth  pass  at  an 
increased  value.  Among  these  recalled  coins  was  the  "douzain",  a billon  coin  (about 
25%  silver),  heretofore  valued  at  12  deniers.  This  particular  piece,  roughly  the  size 
of  our  present  quarter  carried  a design  of  a shield  containing  three  fleurs-de-lys  on  the 
obverse  and  a large  cross  on  the  reverse.  Following  counterstamping,  it  was  to  have 
a value  of  15  deniers.  No  further  billon  coins  were  struck  in  France  until  1693  when 
a 15-denier  sol  was  issued. 

In  1672,  Louis  decreed  that  all  metropolitan  French  coins  were  to  circulate  in  the 
American  islands  and  mainland  at  enhanced  values.  Thus  the  counterstamped  douzain 
was  again  raised  to  20-deniers  when  circulating  in  America. 

Naturally,  these  old  billon  coins  did  not  wear  well  in  American  circulation  and  by  the 
end  of  the  17th  century,  little  was  visible  of  their  design  save  the  impressed  fleur-de- 
lys  counterstamp.  On  account  of  this,  the  local  term  in  the  French  West  Indies  for 
these  pieces  was  "sol  marque". 

Naturally,  as  was  the  way  among  European  colonies  so  close  together,  these  pieces 
also  circulated  in  the  colonies  of  non-French  nations.  The  English  colonies  used  them 
extensively  as  it  seems  that  little  base  coin  was  sent  to  the  Americas  by  England. 
With  their  penchant  for  nicknames,  the  English  colonists  called  these  black  billon 
pieces  "black  doggs"  and  valued  them  at  l-l/2d  or  1/6  of  a "bitt"  (a  "bitt"  being  1/8 
of  a Spanish  milled  dollar).  They  later  applied  the  same  term  to  the  sol  issues  of 
1693  and  1709,  to  the  2-sols  or  24-deniers  type  of  1738-60  (Craig  France  #12)  and 
the  1780-90  issue  of  2-sous  pieces  for  Cayenne  (Craig:  French  Guiana  #1). 

The  French  (Craig  #12)  2-sols  piece  was  recalled  in  the  mother  country  in  1763  and, 
countermarked  with  a crowned  C,  was  sent  to  circulate  in  French  colonies.  For  some 
reason,  it  came  to  represent  2-l/2d  (1/4  bitt)  in  the  English  colonies  even  while  the 
"black  doggs"  continued  at  their  old  l-l/2d  value.  In  1779,  France  ran  out  of  old 
Craig  #12  to  counterstamp  and  then  supplied  planchets  bare  except  for  a crowned  C 
in  relief  (Craig:  French  Colonies  #7a,  7b).  The  opportunity  was  too  good  to  let  pass 
and  forgeries  of  these  pieces  appeared  on  a large  scale  soon  thereafter.  The  major 
area  of  production  was  centered  in  Birmingham,  England.  This  practice  became  so 
rife  that  England  was  forced  to  issue  a proclamation  (1798)  forbidding  the  export  of 
these  imitated  pieces  to  the  West  Indian  colonies.  Those  pieces  already  there  were 
to  be  examined  and  if  found  genuine,  to  be  counterstamped  and  returned  to 
circulation.  Many  of  these  counterstamps  are  known,  both  official  and  forged 
counterstamps. 


(From  Collectors  Research  Limited  price 
list  69-21,  September  25,  1969) 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 


Bill  Mullan,  P.  O.  Box  15340,  Chevy  Chase,  MD  20825:  I am  looking  for 

information  about  how  the  coins  of  the  DDR  were  marketed.  Were  the  two 
Germanys  big  buyers,  or  was  the  US  the  principle  market?  Any  insight  about  who 
was  buying  these  coins  will  be  deeply  appreciated. 

Bill  Snyder,  P.  O.  Box  1242,  Cookeville,  TN  38503:  The  survey  of  World  mis- 
strikes  is  now  complete.  Data  on  6000+  brockages,  double  strikes,  etc.  has  been 
posted  on  this  internet  web  site  - http://members.xoom.com/WoridErrors/index.htm 
The  survey  attempts  to  show  which  types  of  striking  errors  (by  country  and  time 
period)  are  most  often  encountered.  Those  without  Internet  connections  can  write  to 
the  above  address. 

Teunis  C.  Kapaan,  Box  400,  Lockport,  NY  14095:  Offering  - Extensive  collection 
on  Germany.  Coins,  talers,  in  particular  Notgeld  paper  and  coins.  Please  request  for 
listings. 


NUMISMATIC  EXTRACTS  FROM  SELECTED  LITERATURE 

Gathering,  Branding  and  Value  of  Livestock,  c.  1829 

To  collect  the  required  number  was  the  work  of  three  days,  during  which  the 
poor  creatures,  as  taken,  were  imprisoned  without  any  thing  to  eat  or  drink,  and 
almost  suffocated  by  the  clouds  of  dust  they  raised  in  their  attempts  to  get  out.  On 
the  third  day,  the  cord  was  thrown  round  the  horns  of  each  one,  and  immediately 
twisted  about  their  legs;  by  which  means  one  after  another  they  were  forcibly  thrown 
to  the  ground,  and  marked  with  a hot  iron.  The  mode  of  effecting  this  was  as  clumsy 
and  brutal  as  can  be  imagined.  The  same  plan  was  afterwards  pursued  with  the 
horses,  although  one  died  upon  the  spot  from  the  violence  with  which  he  was  thrown 
to  the  ground.  It  was  vain  to  endeavour  to  persuade  them  that  by  milder  means  they 
could  effect  their  object  as  well;  ignorant  people  are  generally  obstinate.  The  value 
of  cattle  is  not  great,  and  with  humanity  they  have  nothing  to  do.  A fine  cow  may 
be  purchased  for  a sum  equal  to  about  four  pounds  sterling;  a sheep  is  worth  from  six 
to  seven  shillings.  The  value  of  a horse  depends  chiefly  upon  his  having  what  is 
termed  the  passo, — an  easy  pace,  something  between  a swift  walk  and  a gentle  trot. 
They  may  be  bought  from  two  pounds  to  twenty  pounds;  but  mules  are  much  dearer; 
a very  ordinary  one  will  fetch  from  six  to  eight  pounds. 

(From  Travels  in  Central  America , by  Franklin 
Parker,  U.  of  Florida  Press,  1970) 
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